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THE CREATION OF
ENDSLEIGH ESTATE

The inspiration behind the creation of
Endsleigh was Georgina, Duchess to the
sixth Duke of Bedford and is the result

of a collaboration between architect Sir
Jeffry Wyatville and landscape designer
Humphry Repton. Wyatville designed the
house, stables and several other buildings
whilst Repton made proposals for the
new gardens and the wider estate. The
grounds contain 13 listed buildings and
structures, seven of which are Grade I.
The gardens are listed Grade I in English
Heritage’s Register of Parks and Gardens
of Special Historic Interest.

An inscribed stone tablet in the stable
courtyard records: ‘Endsleigh Cottage
was built and a residence created in

this sequestered valley by John, Duke of
Bedford, the spot having previously been
chosen for the natural and picturesque
beauties which surround it by Georgina,
Duchess of Bedford. The first stone of the
building was laid by her four eldest sons,
Wriothesely, Edward, Charles Fox and
Francis John, Sept 7 1810".
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THE ARCHITECT

Sir Jeffry Wyatville (1766-1840) was

a prominent Regency architect with

a reputation for undertaking period
restorations and making additions to
historic mansions. He came from a family
that is reputed to have produced 25
architects, 11 surveyors, eight builders,
five sculptors and three painters.

He was the nephew of James and Samuel
Wyatt — two of the leading English
architects of the time. His masterpiece was
the romantic remodelling of Windsor Castle
for George IV, earning him the distinctive
suffix ville’ and a knighthood in 1828.

During the height of the Picturesque
period he was one of the leading
proponents of the style. The principle
was followed that architecture should

be conceived as part of its landscape
setting, drawing attention to the values of
irregular grouping, broken skylines and
enrichment of surface and surrounding.

Wyatville’s design for Endsleigh shows
how a large country house could be made
subordinate to its setting by being treated
as a group of traditional buildings.

The design was regarded as part of the
further development of the Picturesque
vernacular for country houses.
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THE LANDSCAPER

By the time Endsleigh was under
consideration, Humphry Repton (1752-
1818) had established himself as the
leading English landscape designer of the
period, taking over this mantle from his
great mentor Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown
(1716-1783).

Repton’s success was largely due to

the persuasive manner in which his
proposals were presented to his clients,
using his famous Red Books, so called
because of the colour of the binding.
These took the form of a manuscript text
interspersed with drawings, often with
moveable flaps showing the grounds
before and after improvement.

Repton’s proposals for Endsleigh were
drawn up at the end of his celebrated
career, throughout which his theory and
practice of design was always evolving.

The Regency period saw the revived
interest in horticulture in England,

and with the changing social climate,

it became inevitable that the focus of
attention for designers was the immediate
vicinity of a residence. With the growth in
interest in the Picturesque style, it was

a natural progression to the fashionable
cottage orné, where the accent was on
the interaction of house and garden, with
flower filled conservatories and creeper
covered veranda columns.
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THE GROUNDS,
GARDEN &
ARBORETUM
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ENDSLEIGH COTTAGE

STABLE BUILDINGS

ROCKERY
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WATERFALL

CRAG & CASCADE

REPTON’S WATERFALL
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GRASS TERRACE

LONG BORDER
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NAME COMMON NAME HEIGH DMMENTS

@ Kalopanax septemlobus var. Maximowiczii Castor Aralia 13 East bank of Dell stream below round pool. Introduced from Japan in 1865. Champion Tree (girth).

Abies nordmanniana Caucasian Fir 40 Above path on West side of dell. Introduced in 1836 by Lawson from the Caucasus. County Champion (height and girth).

@ Sequoiadendron giganteum Giant Sequoia 53.5 West side of Dell stream above round pool - tallest tree in very vigorous young group. Introduced in 1853 from California.

@ Acer stachyophyllum Birch-leaved Maple 13 West bank of Dell stream just below round pool. Very rare maple introduced in 1901 from East Himalaya. English Champion
(girth), County Champion (height and girth).

@ Fagus sylvatica ‘Pendula’ Weeping Beech 28.5 Lower Dell by stream. Layers across path. The iconic tree of Endsleigh, this weeping form of the European beech was
introduced in ¢1836. Champion Tree (height and girth).

@ Magnolia obovata (syn. hypoleuca) Japanese Big-leaved Magnolia 15 East bank of lower Dell - lower tree, opposite Weeping Beech, on dam of pool. Introduced in 1893 from Japan. County
Champion (height and girth).

@ Halesia monticola Mountain Snowdrop Tree 18 Fine tree in lower Dell, on East slope above pond. Introduced in 1897 from South East USA.

@ Tilia platyphyllos ‘Laciniata’ Cut-leaved Lime 17 Lawn by Shell House. Cut leaved form of the European native T. platyphyllos. Described by John Loudon in 1838.

@ Cryptomeria japonica ‘Lobbii’ Japanese Red Cedar 37 Lower Georgy - West tree of pair by path at East end. This form introduced in 1850 by Thomas Labb.

@ Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir 46.5 Upper Georgy, by steps next to Hatchery. Hugely impressive bole. Described by Menzies in 1792 and introduced by David
Douglas in 1827 from West USA.

® Aesculus indica Indian Horse Chestnut 30 Upper Georgy, above Hatchery and below garden path. Superb tree; trunk covered in moss. Introduced 1851 from North
West Himalaya. Champion Tree (height and girth).

@ Acer oliverianum Oliver Maple 12 Upper Georgy, mid, below the drive and best viewed from it. Introduced by Ernest ‘Chinese’ Wilson in 1901 from China.
Champion Tree (height and girth).

@ Rhododendron ‘Endsleigh Pink’ Rhododendron 12 Upper Georgy; above top path, mid. Largest in group. Our own arboreum hybrid bred in the gardens and introduced in 1917.
Champion Tree (height and girth).

@ Taxodium distichum Swamp Cypress 29 Above entrance drive by S bends. Introduced by John Tradescant in 1640 from West USA, County Champion (height).

@ Davidia involucrata var. vilmoriniana Handkerchief Tree 13 Above entrance drive. First described in 1869 by Pere David, a french missionary and botanist, after whom it is named.
Introduced by Abbe Farges in 1897 from China.

® Carya cordiformis Bitternut Hickory 27 By garden visitors' car park; stables end. Very fine with broad crown. Introduced in 1766 from East USA.

@ Betula utilis subsp. utilis Himalayan Birch 16 Above East end of Edgecumbe Drive (above garden visitors' car park). Unusually old example of Himalayan Birch.
Introduced in 1849 by Joseph Hooker from the Himalayas. County Champion (height and girth).

® Catalpa bungei Indian Bean Tree 21 On wooded bank W from visitors' car park. Introduced 1905 from N China. Champion Tree (height).



